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John P. Davis, 1979-80 GTD Chairman

In 1953 John P. Davis began his eng-
ineering career with Clark Division of Dres-
ser Industries. During that time he was
involved in various test programs for
several types of turbomachinery including
field testing of gas turbines. A later assign-
ment at Clark was as design engineer for
their centrifugal compressor product line.

After brief service in an Engineer Com-
bat Battalion in the U.S. Army, John joined
Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Corp. as a
design enginer on a major expansion pro-
gram. His assignments have been in
operations and maintenance as well as in
engineering and construction. He has held
supervisory positions in both Transco’s
Operating and Engineering Departments.

At Transco John has become ex-
perienced in the design and operation of
process facilities. He was superintendent
of a gas processing and sulfur recovery
plant in South Texas where he became
familiar with both the operation and main-
tenance of a broad range of mechanical
and process equipment. He has also been
responsible for the design of major mod-
ifications to an LNG peaking plant and
installation inspection of a large cryogenic
tank for storage of LNG.

To optimize Transco’s gas pumping
facilities, John has been involved in several
studies for waste heat recovery from gas
turbines and the use of combined cycles of
several configurations. These investiga-
tions have led Transco to utilize waste heat
recovery and combined cycles in most of its
gas turbine powered stations. Some of his
turbine cycle studies have indicated the
economics of utilizing waste heat recovery
with smaller gas turbines.

John holds a Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Texas at Austin
where he was a Student Member of ASME.
He is a Registered Engineer in Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Maryland and New
Jersey and is a member of the Texas
Society of Professional Engineers and the
National Society of Professional Engi-
neers.

Since 1969 John has been active in the
Gas Turbine Division as Chairman of the
Pipeline Applications and Operation Com-
mittee and served as the Division Program
Chairman for the 1975 Winter Annual
Meeting in Houston before joining the
Executive Committee in 1976.

Other activities have included the Boy
Scouts of America at the troop and district
level and in various community projects.
He has been active in church affairs and
serves as a Ruling Elder of First Presby-
terian Church of Houston. John and his
wife Bess have three children.

John P. Davis

“The technical program of the 25th Annual International Gas
Turbine Conference and Exhibit represents the largest concen-
tration of presentations in gas turbine technology ever under-
taken. A total of 92 sessions will focus on all aspects of the
technology.” Paul J. Hoppe, Program Chairman.
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The 25th Annual International

E. S. Wright:
Reflections of the
Outgoing Chairman

My one year term as Chairman of the
Gas Turbine Division has come to an end.
There is no question in my mind that the
Gas Turbine Division is the best in ASME.
We are blessed with a large number of very
able, dedicated engineers who devote a lot
of time and effort to make it so. 1would like
to thank all of those who helped make my
vear as pleasant as it was and l am sure you
will give John Davis the same measure of
generous support.

The highlight of my year was the suc-
cessful establishment of our new Atlanta
office. Don Hill has exceeded all of our
expectations in the pleasant, professional
manner in which he has taken hold of the
affairs of the Division. It has been a real
pleasure towork with Don and I am sure his
value to the Division will continue to in-
crease as more of you become aware of the
many ways in which Don can assist in our
activities.

The major event in our year is the Gas
Turbine Conference and this year’s con-
ference in San Diego was very satisfying in
nearly all regards. We had record number
of papers, sessions, exhibitors, and our
attendance exceeded that of recent years.
Exhibitors seemed pleased with the quality
of the attendance which was drawn at San
Diego and the Chamber of Commerce co-
operated beautifully as far as the weather
was concerned.

continued . . .

Gas Turbine Conference
and Exhibit.

The Rivergate
New Orleans, Louisiana
March 9-13, 1980




continued from page 1 . ..

The implementation of our Atlanta office
has not been entirely problem free. We
have difficulties with ASME staff because
of the unique situation a Division-funded
office presents to a somewhat bureaucratic
structure. We are working hard to increase
the responsiveness of the Society to our
special problems and are examining ways
of making improvements in this area. We
also need to increase the Information
Center activities of the Atlanta office.
Suggestions which any of you have along
these lines should be forwarded to Don Hill
or Glenn Kahle who heads the Information
Center. Committee.

My new assignment involves heading
the Division’s Finance Committee. I am
happy.to report that we have never been in
better shape financially and that our
situation: is expected to continue to im-
prove.

GTD To Participate in
Joint Power Generation
Conference

The Joint Power Generation Conference
will be held October 7-10, 1979 at the
Radisson Hotel in Charlotte, North
-Carolina. The Gas Turbine Division is
sponsoring a paper and panel session at
this Conference on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, October 9 and 10.

The paper session, “Current Develop-
ments in Gas Turbine Technology”, will
include three papers as follows: “Steam-
Cooled Blading in a Combined Reheat Gas
Turbine/Reheat Steam Turbine Cycle”,by
Ivan G. Rice, Consultant, in Houston,
Texas. ‘“Parameter Monitoring for Cor-
rosion Control in Gas Turbines”, by M.
Krasij, F. S. Kemp, United Technologies
Corp., C. Knauf, Long Island Lighting Co.,
and Dr. R. Duncan, Electric Power Re-
search Institute and “The Modeling of NOx
Generation from Coal-Derived Liquids in
Combustion Turbines” by G. Vermes, J. L.
Toof, Westinghouse Electric Corp., and A.
Cohn, Electric Power Research Institute.

The panel session, “Regulatory Aspects
of Fuel Supply and Use”, will be comprised
of the following: Fred H. Kindl,Encotech,
Inc., Chairman, R. Eugene Ayers, Salt
River Project, Co-Chairman, Tom Roger,
Mass. Municipal Wholesale Electric Co.,
Wally Scott, Public Service Authority,
‘Eugene Zeltman, General Electric Co., and
Robert Davies, Department of Energy,
Panelists. The Session Organizer for the
sessions is Robert J. Bazzini, Trans-
america Delaval, Inc. a member of GTD’s
Electric Utilities Committee. ‘

Paul J. Hoppe,
Program Chairman:
1980 Silver Anniversary

Gas Turbine Conference
(March 9-13, 1980)

The City of New Orleans will host the
25th International Gas Turbine Conference
and Exhibit which represents the largest
concentration of presentations in gas tur-
bine technology ever undertaken. This is a
fitting achievement during the Division’s
Silver Anniversary Conference. The Con-
ference is combined with the 22nd Annual
Fluids Engineering Conference.

Atotal of one hundred sessions (15 panel
and 85 paper sessions) will focus on all
aspects of gas turbine technology and ex-
perience, including eight sessions devoted
entirely to Fluids Engineering. Of special
interest, the host divisions are jointly
sponsoring two symposia:  One, on
measurement methods in rotating com-
ponents of turbomachinery, containing a
total of twelve sessions; the second will
explore performance predictions of centri-
fugal pumps and compressors and will be
presented in eight sessions.

Keeping with the sharpening interest in
alternate fuel technology and related de-
velopments, Coal Utilization and Closed
Cycle Applications will be addressed in
eleven paper sessions and four panel ses-
sions. Combustion and Fuels, sponsoring
nine sessions, concentrates four on alter-
nate fuel technology and related topics.

Applications of gas turbines in pipeline,
process industry and power generation will
be addressed in twelve sessions, which are
all heavily user oriented. Propulsion - in
aircraft, marine and vehicular - will be
covered in eighteen sessions, divided about
equally between application and research
documentations.

Basic design considerations in the ad-
vancing gas turbine technology in general
are the topics of twenty-two sessions
sponsored by the Ceramics, Heat Transfer,
Manufacturing Materials and Metallurgy,
Structures and Dynamics, Technology Re-
sources and Turbomachinery Committees.
Important sessions of the Controls Com-
mittee (2) and Education Committee (2)
round out the Gas Turbine Conference
Program.

In addition to co-sponsoring the two
symposia mentioned above, Fluids Engi-
neering will be sponsoring four sessions in
fluid mechanics, two in poly-phase flow and
one each in fluid machinery and cavitation.

More than three hundred exhibit booths
will feature equipment, auxiliaries, con-
trols, - components, maintenance tech-
niques and displays from which gas turbine
users, engineers, and others may observe
the latest developments in gas turbine
technology.
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Richard J. Trippett,
Program Chairman: Gas
Turbines at ’79 WAM

The theme for the 1979 Winter Annual
Meeting is “Engineering, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship”. The meeting will be
held from December 2 thru 7, 1979 at the
Statler Hilton Hotel in New York City.

The Gas Turbine Division is sponsoring
three paper sessions and one panel session.
One session of a symposium is cospon-
sored with Fluids Engineering Division.
These are listed below to help in your
‘advance plans for attending the ’79 WAM:
® Session 1, Fuel Atomization Tech-

nology, organized by the Combustion
and Fuels Committee.

@® Session 2, Heat Transfer in Gas
Turbines, organizedby the Heat Trans-
fer Committee.

@ Session 3, The third session is on
general topics in turbomachinery
organized by the Turbomachinery
Committee.

@ Session 4, Thefourth session is a panel
discussion organized by J. O. Wiggins,
Caterpillar Tractor Co., for the Tech-
nology Resources Committee entitled
“Slurry Pumping Technology Develop-
ment”,

In conjunction with the Fluids Engineer-
ing Division, Bill Steltz, Westinghouse, is
organizing for the Turbomachinery Com-
mittee of the Gas Turbine Division one
session out of five for a symposium on
“Flow in Primary, Nonrotating Passages in
Turbomachines”.

Gas Turbine Movie
Available

ASME’s Public Relations Department
has copies of the gas turbine film “Proven
Past- -Future Power”. Made in 1976, the
film was produced by a professional or-
ganization with film clips provided by a
number of manufacturers. It deals with the
fundamentals and applications of the gas
turbine in a nontechnical manner suitable
for general audiences and would be useful
for introducing the subject at meetings,
television talk shows, management brief-
ings, and social occasions.

Members desiring to borrow a copy of
the film should contact the ASME Public
Relations Department, 345 East 47th St.,
New York, New York 10017. Copies are
also available for purchase at a cost of
$100 each. The filmis 16mm, in color and
sound. Running time is eight minutes.

\l



Sam Williams (left) receiving award.

Sam Williams Awarded
Collier Trophy

Sam B. Williams, President of Williams
Research Corporation, Walled Lake, Mich-
igian, was awarded the Collier Trophy, the
nation’s oldest aviation award, at a
ceremony in Washington, D. C. on May 11,
1979. The citation reads: “To Sam B.
Williams, Chairman and President, Wil-
liams Research Corporation, for conceiv~
ing and developing the world’s smallest,
high efficiency turbofan engine which was
selected to power U. S.Cruise missiles”.

The Williams engine is regarded as a
major contribution to the advancement of
aeronautics in the United States. In 1954
Williams formed his own company to meet
the civil and military need he foresaw for a
small, efficient, inexpensive gas turbine
engine. He set about to solve the problems
unique to such small engines, producing a
series of turbojets in the late 1950’s and
'60’s which were used to power small drone
aircraft and provide auxilliary power for
industrial and aircraft applications.

The need for small turbine engines was
dramatically realized by the advent of the
strategic Cruise missile. When the B-1
bomber program was cancelled in 1976,
the strategic Cruise missile was further
elevated in importance, becoming a crucial
part of the Strategic Triad, the cornerstone
of U. S. defense. The Williams engine was
selected and qualified for both Air Force
and Navy Cruise missiles. It weighs 145
pounds, is 12 by 37 inches and produces
over 600 pounds thrust.

The Collier Trophy was established in
1911 and first presented to Glenn Curtiss
for his achievements in developing a sea-
plane. It is awarded annually by the
National Aeronautic Association, admini-
strator of the trophy, for the greatest
achievement in aeronautics or astro-
nautics in America demonstrated by actual
usein the preceding year. Previous winners
of the Collier Trophy include Crville
Wright, Donald Douglas, General Curtis
LeMay, William Lear, General Hap Arnold,
and astronauts Neil Armstrong and Frank
Borman.

Call for GTD Annual
Reports

The GTD Annual Report, which normal-
ly appeared as part of the January Issue of
the Newsletter, will be issued as a separate
publication. It is believed this will permit
broader coverage and better dissemina-
tion.

Itis anticipated the content of the report
will be the same as in the past. Activities of
each GTD technical committee will be
summarized along with a compilation of
individual company, agency and research
organization reports. These will be brief
reports (maximum of 600 words) sum-
marizing the activities of each organiza-
tion over the last year including a de-
scription of new activities, test results or
particular advances of the state of theart as
well as new products. No illustrations or
photographs are permitted, although one
table can be included in each report.

Because it takes time to edit and or-
ganize this material into one comprehen-
sive report, it is necessary to receive this
material by October 15 to meet a January
publication date. Reports should be sentto
the INTERNATIONAL GAS TURBINE
CENTER, Atlanta.

Gas Turbines in Australia

The Society of Automotive Engineers/
Australasia is planning a three day Gas
Turbine Conference October 1 thru 3, 1980
in Melbourne, Australia. For further in-
formation regarding presentation or sub-
mittal of papers and/or attendance at the
Australian conference, contact: Mr. K. J.
Cuming, Chairman, Gas Turbine Section,
14/499 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne 3004,
Australia.

GTD Committee
Roster Available

The GTD Committee Roster contains a
list of all the administrative and technical
committee members of the Gas Turbine
Division.. In recent years, it has been
included as an integral part of the August
issue of the GTD Newsletter. However, this
year, the roster will be printed as a separate
document and will automatically be sent to
everyone included in the roster. - Extra
copies will also be available without charge
to those requesting from the INTER-
NATIONAL GAS TURBINE CENTER,
Atlanta.

- Complimentary Passes
Available For
1980 GTD Exhibit In
New Orleans

With a record technical program shap-
ing up and the goal of a complete exhibit
sellout within reach, the 25th Annual
International Gas Turbine Conference and
Exhibit (March 9-13, 1980, New Orleans)
promises to be the greatest in GTD’s
history. And, complimentary passes are
available to visit the exhibit hall (only) and
view all of the new developments in gas
turbine manufacturing technology. Just
write the INTERNATIONAL GAS TUR-
BINE CENTER in Atlanta and request the
number of frée passes needed.

Machinery Vibrations
Seminar III,
Sept. 18-20, 1979
Sheraton Inn,
Boxborough,
Massachusetts

Sponsored by the Vibration Institute,
this Seminar will emphasize vibrations
that occur in rotating machinery, expla-
nations of mechanisms that cause in-
stability, and the hardware used to avoid
vibration problems. For additional infor-
mation, write or call: Dr. Ronald L.
Eshleman, President, The Vibration In-

stitute, 101 W. 55th St., Suite 206,
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514, (312/654-
2254)

FUTURE GAS TURBINE DIVISION CONFERE‘NCES and EXHIBITS

1980 MARCH 9-13
) Rivergate
New Orleans, Louisiana

1981 MARCH 8-12
Albert Thomas Convention Center
Houston, Texas

1982 APRIL 18-22
Wembley Conference Center
London, England

1983 MARCH 27-31

Phoenix, Arizona

1984 MARCH 12-15
Convention Center
Baltimore, Maryland

Civic Plaza
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Eighth Turbomachinery
Symposium,
Nov. 27-29, 1979,
Shamrock Hilton Hotel,

Statistics . . .
GTD Conference and
Exhibit, San Diego,

March, 1979‘ '

T,
\:

Houston, Texas

® Over one-third of the registrants re-
.presented gas turbine users and about
. ‘one-third represented gas turbine

. 21% of the registrants in&cated their
employer was considering the use of gas
turbine engines and 19% made a similar
statement about gas tuthme auxillary

The Symposium, sponsored by the Gas
Turbine Laboratories at Texas A&M Uni-
versity, will consist of lectures, discussion
groups, and a special panel session.

The object of the Symposium is to
provide the opportunity to learn the ap-
plications and principles of various types of
turbomachinery and to provide a forum for
the exchange of ideas. In this exchange of
information, users, manufacturers, basic
design engineers, and technicians will
discuss problem areas. A product show is
also part of the Symposium.

For further information and registration
forms contact: Dr. Meherwan P. Boyce,
Department of Mechanical Engineering,
Texas A&M University, College Station,
Texas 77843.

1979 ASME Conferences

October 7-10, Joint Power Generation
Conference, Radisson Hotel, Charlotte,
North Carolina.

December 2-7, Winter Annual Meeting,
Statler Hilton, New York, New York.

Retraction

The last issue of the Gas Turbine News-
letter, Vol. XX, April 1979, No. 2, pub-
lished on page 10 apressrelease which was
unauthorized by the Gas Turbine Division
Executive Committee. The release was
issued by the New Solidarity International
Press Service and concerned the Three
Mile Island incident. It made allegations of
sabotage and malfeasance of duty. The
Gas Turbine Division disclaims and
apologizes for the statement being includ-
ed in the Gas Turbine Newsletter.

the gas turbine division

newsletter

Volume 20, Number 3 August, 1979
Published by the INTERNATIONAL GAS TURBINE CENTER,
Gas Turbine Division, A S.M.E, 6065 Barfield Road, Suijte 218,
Atlanta, Georgia 30328, U.S.A (404/256-1744). Donald D. Hill,
Director of Operations - Sue C. Collins, Administrative Assistant.

Chairman: John P. Davis

Vice Chairman: Arthur J. Wennerstrom
Editor: Robert A. Harmon

Publisher Emeritus: R. Tom Sawyer
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auxiliary equipment users.
equipment.

® 15% of the registrants resided outside

‘the United States and of the 774 com- ® Exhibit space for the Mai'ch,‘l979 Con-
panies represented, 21% werefrom coun-  ference was initially sold out in Decem-

tries other than the United States. ber, 1978.
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