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ABSTRACT

MATSUNUMA Takayuki
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SEGAWA Takehiko

Innovative “string-type” and “ring-type” dielectric barrier discharge (DBD) plasma actuators were used for the

active control of the tip leakage flow of a turbine blade. From annular turbine rotor experiments, it was confirmed

that the DBDs are generated in between the turbine rotor tip and casing wall and rotate with the motion of the turbine

rotor tip. In fundamental experiments using a single airfoil with tip clearance and a flat plate with tip clearance,

two-dimensional velocity distributions near the tip clearance region were measured by particle image velocimetry

(PIV). Tip clearance flow was reduced with an increase in the input voltage of the plasma actuator. In the flat plate

experiments, the tip clearance flow with a maximum velocity of approximately 6 m/s was successfully dissipated by

means of the plasma actuator flow control at the input of peak-to peak voltage 7.0 kV,., and frequency 8.6 kHz.
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Fig. 1 Conventional “sheet-type” plasma actuator
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Fig. 2 Newly developed “string-type” plasma actuator
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Fig. 3 Ring-type plasma actuator
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Fig. 5 Test section of annular turbine wind tunnel
with ring-type plasma actuator

Fig. 4 Cross section of ring-type plasma actuator
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Fig. 6 Turbulence intensity distributions at rotor exit
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Fig. 7 Measurement system for airfoil
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Fig. 8 Plasma actuator and measurement planes
for airfoil experiment
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Fig. 9 Time-averaged flow near trailing edge of
airfoil, x-y plane (baseline, no control)
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Fig. 10 Time-averaged flow near trailing edge of
airfoil, x-y plane (plasma actuator on)
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Fig. 12 Time-averaged flow near trailing edge of
airfoil, s-z plane (baseline, no control)
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Fig. 15 Absolute velocity distributions near tip clearance exit of flat plate at various input voltages
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Fig. 17 Absolute velocity distributions near tip
clearance exit of flat plate at various input
voltages (blower 450 rpm,
velocity of tip leakage flow Vrzr = 6 m/s)
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Fig. 18 Absolute velocity distributions near tip
clearance exit of flat plate at various input
voltages (blower 675 rpm,
velocity of tip leakage flow Ve =7 m/s)
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